




Paul wants us to be collectively moved by God’s plan 
for the blending of the church and the radical unity 
the gospel produces.



Ephesians 3:1-6
1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of 
you Gentiles— 2 assuming that you have heard of the 
stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, 3 how 
the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have 
written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight 
into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the 
sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to 
his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that 
the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, 
and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  



Paul got the mystery, and it radically changed his life and 
the Church.
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Paul got the mystery, and it radically changed his life and 
the Church.

How Paul got it:
• Jesus told God’s plan to Paul.

What it produced in Paul:
• The joy of being entrusted by God.
• Openness to being different for the gospel, no 

matter the cost.
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We get the mystery, and it produces radical unity.

How we get it:
• From Paul
• First Handers, in community
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WE ARE IN!!!
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It’s God’s plan that people of all…
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…would share in their love for Jesus, love of others, and the 
blessings of the gospel.



Our sharing in the gospel looks radical to the world.
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1 Corinthians 12:21-26
21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again 
the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, the 
parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23 and 
on those parts of the body that we think less honorable we bestow 
the greater honor, and our unpresentable parts are treated with 
greater modesty, 24 which our more presentable parts do not require. 
But God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part 
that lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that 
the members may have the same care for one another. 26 If one 
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all 
rejoice together.
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status, giftedness, or culture.
• We build up and support each other.
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Ephesians 2:21-22
19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In 
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God 
by the Spirit.
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• Hope and joy, now
• “Members of the same body” 
• “Partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus”

• We walk humbly, knowing where we were and 
where we are now.

• Like Paul, we live joyfully, entrusted to be part 
of God’s plan.


